
LIST OF ORDAINED AND COMMISSIONED MINISTERS CONNECTED WITH 
CLAREMONT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Updated November 16, 2020 
 

ACTIVE MEMBERS OF THE CALIFORNIA-PACIFIC CONFERENCE (With vote) 
 

Black, Kathleen (CST) 
Clark Ristine, Karen 
Coburn, Kimball 
Horswill-Johnston, Steve (GBOD Communications, Nashville) 
Morales, Martha 
Moore, Mary Elizabeth (Dean, Boston Theological Seminary) 
Rhodes, Robin 
Sohn, Lydia 
 

RETIRED MEMBERS OF THE CALIFORNIA-PACIFIC CONFERENCE (With vote) ¶356.5 
CHARGE CONFERENCE MEMBERSHIP AT CUMC 
 

Castuera, Ignacio 
Clements, William 
Cobb, John B., Jr. 
Dalton, Karen 
Davis, Robert B. 
Davis, Rosemary A. 
Dwyer, James 
Edwards, David E. 
Finch, Don 
Freudenberger, C. Dean 
Hamerton-Kelly, Robert (out of area) 
Howe, Burley 
McAfee, Lois 
Will, Mary Kay 
 

ACTIVE CLERGY WITH ANNUAL CONFERENCE MEMBERSHIP ELSEWHERE 
 
 

RETIRED CLERGY WITH CHARGE CONFERENCE MEMBERSHIP ELSEWHERE 
 

Beck, Bill (California-Nevada) 
Beck, Mary (California-Nevada) 
Bruner, Richard (California-Nevada) 
Clark, W. Thomas (California-Nevada) 
Fiske, James (Oregon-Idaho) 
Fiske, Judith (Oregon-Idaho) 



Henderson, Homer (Northwest Texas) 
Hines, Ronald (Pacific-Northwest) 
Jackson, Steve (Southwest Texas) 
Jordan, Charles Wesley (Council of Bishops) 
Kraus, Mary (Baltimore-Washington) 
Moore, Elizabeth (Greater New Jersey) 
Streyffeler, Al (Northern Illinois) 
Troxell, Barbara (California-Nevada) 
Vogel, Dwight (Iowa) 
 

 ELDERS ON HONORABLE LOCATION (With vote, ¶ 357.2) 
 

Wilson, Gary (1991) 
 

 OTHER CLERGY 
 

Haunga, Taniella (Tongan Methodist Church) Affiliate Member CUMC ¶ 226 (serving in the Bay Area) 
Makunga, Jean (Disciples of Christ) (Member CUMC) 
 
 

MISSIONARIES CONNECTED WITH 
CLAREMONT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Clarke, Elizabeth 
Dornon, Eleanor 
Dwyer, Helen 
Fiske, James and Judith 
Freudenberger, Dean and Elsie 
Fukada, Laura and Bob 
Hartzler, Dorothy Jones 
Hines, Lois and Ron 
Shimer, Elliot 
Soto Ivey, Clara 
Streyffeler, Mavis 
Thompson, Catherine 



Finance Committee Report 

 

The Year 2020 was one of accomplishing on-going changes in accounting, and holding to adopted 

budgets through the year, while maintaining as much flexibility as possible in a time of challenges 

resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Giving through pledging held steady throughout the year, with a drop in non-pledged giving, which we 

believe is due to the closure of on-site worship activities for most of the year.  

The shutdown of the Preschool was closely monitored throughout the year, to insure that program 

could maintain as many staff when a partial or full re-start could commence. A partial start-up was held 

with reduced staff as well as reduced students (along with reduced income) during the summer, and it 

was successfully accomplished, along with a re-opening of the regular Preschool, both efforts following 

strict State safety guidelines. The Preschool staff has been part of the overall church application (and 

receipt) of a Federal PPP Loan.  

In a similar manner, the Federal PPP Loan was obtained to cover Clergy and Staff, with no cuts resulting 

in personnel to this date. Most income remains steady, but some funds received from other sources, 

such as facilities’ rentals by other organizations, has fallen off, again due to the restrictions in 

operations.  

The Stewardship Committee held a Stewardship Drive with several virtual outreach events, including a 

“drive-thru” opportunity for pledging persons to submit their forms to Committee members at the 

church building exterior. The theme of the Drive this year is “Gratitude”, and to date has been well 

received by the congregation.  

Committees throughout the church have been informed that 2021 will be a year of a “flat” budget. That 

being stated, the actual increase in financial support over the past several months, coupled with the 

“flat” budget, should result in us being able to hold a balanced income/expenses ratio for the 

foreseeable future.    

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edmund Richardson 

Chair, Finance Committee 

11/15/20 



Creative Peacemaking Committee 
Annual Report 

2020 
 

 
 
We at CUMC hosted our 20th immigration clinic in January of this year.  The plan was to host 
our 21st clinic in April.  The Covid-19 pandemic hit in March so our April plans were thwarted.  
We don’t know when the clinics will be able to resume.  In the meantime, the crisis at the 
border rages on. 
 
For many years CUMC has participated in the CalPac Immigration Task Force.  At the Task 
Force’s July meeting attention was drawn to the desperate situation asylum seekers and other 
refugees are experiencing on both sides of our southern border.  People are going hungry.  At 
its August, 2020 meeting members of the Creative Peacemaking Committee voted to make a 
donation of $1,500.00 to this cause.  Since our clinics are on hiatus, we have funds in our 
committee budget to make this donation. 
 
We sent a check to CalPac Border Ministries.  They will in turn send the money to the Calexico 
UMC which operates a food distribution program.   
 
Our committee devoted a meeting to sharing our grief about the killing of Black people at the 
hands of the police.  We felt strongly that CUMC needed to make a clear statement that we 
support the Black Lives Matter movement.  We were instrumental in getting a BLM banner for 
the display area to the north of the church.   
 
Currently the committee is readying the 2020 Nativity display.  There were certainly any 
number of themes we could have chosen for this year’s scene; the pandemic, election concerns 
and racism among others.  We chose to stay with Black Lives Matter and racism in general.  
Genaro is working his traditional magic by fashioning the scene. Sonja is creating the banners 
that will contain the names of those Black lives taken in 2020.  Our pastors, Karen and Martha 
have been guiding us with scriptural and theological grounding.  We plan to have the display 
dedicated on Sunday, December 6, the second Sunday in Advent. 
 
This year Creative Peacemaking was expanded to include Church and Society and the 
Commission on the Status and Role of Women/Religion and Race.  We’re grateful for these 
additions. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pam Bunce, Creative Peacemaking Chair 



Education Commission Report to CUMC Charge Conference


The Education Commission has continued to meet to support the various education 
ministries of your church, from the nursery to adult groups, including the Preschool. 
Our group meets to share what is happening in the church, as well as to plan and 
support events. 


Many of the activities the Education Commission, specifically our Peace Camp and Mix 
Sups, were in the planning process when the Stay at Home order caused us to pause 
and change course.


Many activities continue virtually,


Sunday School

Youth Group

Youth Game Night

Youth Sunday School

Youth Chimes

Kids’ Choir

Peace Camp

Advent crafts

Book Club

Men’s Group

Growing Christians 

Bible Study

Discipleship 

Contemplation Group 


We plan to continue our tradition of supporting the teachers at Mt.View Elementary 
School with “Valentines for Teachers” in February.


Submitted by Dena Dissmeyer

Chair




Claremont United Methodist Church

Children’s Ministry Report to Charge Conference

Dena Dissmeyer, Director of Children’s Ministry


The Children’s Ministry at CUMC has continued to stay connected to children and their 
families during the time of isolation due to the pandemic. Out ministry has been shifted 
online, with the goal of continuing education and fellowship among the children of our 
church.


Prior to the Stay at Home orders in March, the Children’s Ministry meet in person for all 
the the traditional winter events, which included the Advent Workshop, Christmas 
pageant, and Parents’ Night Out. A core group of about 25 children played in the 
nursery or attended Sunday school. Sunday school was taught by fourteen dedicated 
teachers and was divided into four age groups. Katie Ledsinger led the Kids’ Choir 
each Sunday morning and we enjoyed their performances during worship.


Our ministry shifted gears in March, and Sunday school materials and seasonal treats 
were hand delivered or mailed to all of the regular Sunday school students.


Summer Peace Camp was modified and became a five week, virtual Compassion 
Camp, using the program developed by Illustrated Ministries. Every component of our 
traditional Peace Camp, aside from sharing fellowship and dinner together, was put 
online. With the creative contributions of seventeen helpers, we compiled five weekly 
recorded sessions and Zoom gatherings for 34 children.


Beginning in September, we again shifted gears and began a recorded, online Sunday 
school. We used “The Beatitudes:  An Illustrated Curriculum” for a twelve week study 
of the Sermon on the Mount. Our faithful teachers took turns recording the sessions 
which were posted to YouTube and the links provided to families. Kids’ Choir resumed 
at the same time, with Katie Ledsinger leading us with recordings attached to the 
Sunday school lessons and with monthly get-togethers on Zoom, so we could sing 
together. 


Advent will continue with the same format of online recordings, using devotions and 
crafts, and Kids’ Choir from Katie.




Claremont United Methodist Church 
Youth Ministries 

Joseph Makunga, Director of Youth Ministries 
 
 

The Youth Ministries Program at CUMC serves to provide a safe and inclusive space for all of 
our teens to grow in their relationship with God, and to one another. This is accomplished by a 
widespread set of events that prior to the Coronavirus Pandemic would even include group 
outings with other churches and service trips to native and urban communities across the 
country. 
 
In the first few months of the year, prior to the Safer at Home initiative to curtail the spread of 
COVID-19, Sunday’s would be the most prolific day to hold events for the youth throughout the 
day. The first event would be the Youth Sunday School, succeeded by the Youth Chimes under 
the direction of Katie Ledsinger. Sunday evenings featured the Youth Group gathering, where 
the youth would regularly discuss a topic and hold fellowship with each other through games 
afterwards. 
 
In February of 2020, the last youth event held (to the best of my knowledge) was the Mardi 
Gras Pancake Dinner, an annual fundraiser for their major trip which was to take place over the 
Summer of 2020 in New York City. The Summer trips were the highlight of many youths’ 
experiences, and have included places such as Alaska, Spokane, and different parts of 
California. These events have been deferred given the current epidemic but will resume as soon 
as it is safe to do so. 
 
Following the Stay at Home orders, Youth gatherings take place exclusively online. There are 
three regular events where youth are welcome to log in and meet with each other; these 
include our online Youth Group on Saturdays, our online Youth Sunday School on Sunday 
mornings, and once a month we host a Game Night, where pizzas are delivered to the youth’s 
homes and they are invited to attend a Zoom session featuring team and individual games that 
are played amongst all the attendees. The latter has been the most popular of the three events, 
consistently earning the highest turnout month after month. 



        Annual Report from Homeless Hunger Ministry Committee  --  November 2020 
 
To date, in 2020 our Committee has responded to current local needs as follows: 
 
The Lord’s Pantry:  Our committee oversees the CUMC’s food pantry making up bags 
of food staples from the donations to the narthex grocery cart.       
Prior to the church shutting down due to Covid-19 we distributed 8 bags of food to 
families who came to the church for food. All of the food that was left in the Lords Pantry 
at the time of the shutdown has been donated to the Beta Center. Once the church 
reopens, we will have to replenish this supply. In the past Jeri Loritsch has kept the 
committee informed as to the specific food items most needed and prepared the bogs for 
the individuals and families that come to the church for food.  We plan to continue this 
once the church has reopened again. 
 
Homeless Shelter Feeding Program. 
Three times during 2020, our Committee provided a meal for the people at the Homeless 
Shelter at their new location on Mission Blvd.  We plan to do this on a regular basis once 
every quarter. 
 
 
Inland Valley Hope Partners Beta Food Bank 
The Beta Center distributes food staples four days each week.  CUMC volunteers 
transport food collected in the church narthex grocery cart to the Beta Center weekly.  
Committee-member Leslie Biglin assists in processing and distributing food items each 
week.  CUMC members also participated in a food drive to provide 124 bags of food for 
the homeless population in our community. There was a particular need for peanut 
butter and our congregation provided a total of 211 large jars to the Beta Center. In 
addition, we also provided 27 boxes and 24 grocery bags of misc. food items, multiple 
cases of water, a large bag of avocados and 7 blankets.  In past years we have provided 
Thanksgiving Box Dinners for distribution by the Beta Center to families in need.  This 
year, we did not want to ask our congregation to shop for a Thanksgiving Dinner, so 
instead we are providing 2 $25 gift cards to families in need.  This will cover the cost of 
the meal plus a turkey.  Due to the generous support of the congregation we were able 
to provide gift cards for 93 families in 2020.  
 
The S.A.V.E Bag Program, Coordinated by Committee-members, Sharon Estrada and 
Dena Dissmeyer and the Girl Scout Troop they work with. Only 67 bags were distributed 
prior to the Shutdown.  All the remaining food that was purchased for the purpose of 
making up the S.A.V.E. bags was donated to the Beta Center.   Since this ministry 
began in June 2011, more than 3950 S.A.V.E bags have been provided to our 
vulnerable population in our surrounding communities.       
 
Emergency Financial Assistance has been provided on a one-time basis in response 
to the following requests:  1) Delinquent utility bills to prevent cut-off of services (gas, 
water, electricity, telephone); 2) Delinquent rent payments to delay eviction; 3) Gasoline 
cards; 4) Stater Brothers grocery cards; 5) Emergency motel lodging; Delinquent Auto 
Registration. 
                                                                  Leslie Biglin, Chair 
 
 



Charge Conference Report:  2020 

The Mission and Evangelism Commission 

In December we hosted representatives from our Sister Church, Dios es Amor, at 

worship and during a noon meal conversation.  Betty Karriyo, wife of the pastor, 

and her mother were present along with congregational friend, Grace Kamenides.   

During December we continued the tradition of raising funds for Alternative 

Christmas giving:  a.  El Faro, the Border Church:  $2095; b.  Dios es Amor, sister 

congregation:  $1100.73; c.  C.H.A.P.  $285; d. Inland Valley Hope Partners:  $395; 

e.  CUMC Immigration Clinic:  $930; and f.  Heifer Project:  $2855. 

In February we hosted Guillermo Navarette, director of A.I.M (holistic support for 

migrants) and pastor of the Border Church, Tijuana side/La Iglesia Fronteriza.  We 

have been a major contributor to Navarette’s work for four years.  We plan to 

continue that support in 2020 and beyond. 

The commission has also been involved in the study by Dana Robert, entitled, 

“Evangelism as the Heart of Mission.”  We trust that we are fulfilling the 

statement in the Book of Discipline which states:  “The mission of the Church is to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”   

During this time of social isolation Dan Ramirez and I have regularly been 

participating in zoom conversations with The Border Church conducted by John 

Fanestil of Via Internationale.  Besides Navarette, the other key player in Tijuana 

is Robert Vivar, who is also providing services for migrants in Tijuana. 

In September Olivia Dissmeyer, along with Mavis and Al Streyffeler were involved 

in the virtual walk which raised $3100 for Hope Partners. 

We continue our Covenant Missionary support for Mozart Adevu, agricultural 

missionary in Ghana. 

Al Streyffeler, chairperson 

 




	23b Youth Report.pdf
	CCMinistryBooklet.pdf
	11_2020 update Ordained Clergy connected with CUMC.pdf
	20_CUMC 2020 Annual Conference Finance Report.pdf
	21_Creative Peacemaking Committee Annual Report 2020.pdf
	22_Education commission report 2020.pdf
	23_Children’s Ministry Report, 2020.pdf
	24_Homeless Hunger Annual Report Nov 2020doc.pdf
	25_Charge Conference Missions Report 2020.pdf
	27_Worship Commission 2020 Report.pdf


