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Cast list, by scene: 
 
Sc. 1:  
The Family:  Sammy, Butler (?), Tommy, 
Isolda, Emma, Ethan 
 
Sc.2:   
Mary:  Sara  
Angel Gabe:  Lilla 
 
Sc.3, 4--cut 
 
Sc. 5 
The Family 
 
Sc.6 cut 
 
Sc.7 
Mary:  Sara 
Joseph:  Brad 
 
Sc.8: 
The Family 

 
Sc.9:  
The Angel Messenger:  Chloe 
Angel Chorus:  Tamie and Jeff 
Sheep:  Olive, Shep 
Shepherd 1:  Gianna 
Shepherd 2:  Boaz 
 
Sc.10: 
Magi 1:  Eleanor 
Magi 2:  Eli 
Magi 3:  Gabbie 
Magi 4:  Nora 
King Herod:  Jonah 
 
Sc.11: 
The Family 
 
Sc.12: 
Whole cast 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scene 1:  When the World Feels Scary 
 
LIVING ROOM  -- BEDTIME  -- EVENING 
 
Scene description:  PARENT and KIDS sit on the sofa as they finish reading a bedtime story. 
 

PARENT 
And they all lived happily ever after. 

The end.  That was a good one. 
 

Ok, time for bed!  
Off you go! 

 
 

TOMMY 
But we’re not tired!  Can’t we stay up a little longer? 

Please? 
 
 

ISOLDA 
Please? 

 
 

EMMA 
Please? 

 
 

PARENT: 
What’s going on? You all need to get some sleep. 

 
 

TOMMY 
We’re scared.  That book made us nervous. 

And we’re thinking about all the things we’re afraid of. 
 
 

PARENT 
Like what? 

 
TOMMY 

Well, let’s see.  There’s...  
  

       (TOMMY takes a deep breath and recites fears in rapid succession) 
 



...airplanes, bees, coronavirus, dogs, electric shock, fire, ghosts, hexes, invertebrates, 
judgment, knives, lice, mice, nighttime, orthodontists, poison, questions, roller coasters, spiders, 

teasing, under-my-bed, violence, worms, x-rays, yellow fever, and... 
(Child takes a big breath) ...Zoom. 

 
PARENT 

Did you just list your fears in alphabetical order? 
 
 

(PARENT shakes their head in amazement) 
 

PARENT 
Whoa. 

 
You know, I feel afraid sometimes, too. 

 
 

TOMMY 
So how do I feel better right now? 

 
 

ISOLDA 
I can’t sleep when I’m scared. 

 
 

PARENT 
Well, stories help. 

 
PARENT GESTURES TO BOOK JUST READ. 

  
            PARENT  (CONTINUED) 
When I’m afraid or I am worrying, 
I remember that I am a part of a 

story that is way bigger than 
myself. And God’s story is full of 

people who were sometimes afraid. 
You know, I think I have time to 
tell you one more story tonight. 

This part of God’s story is during 
a time when many people were 
afraid of many things. Just like 
us. It all begins in Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, with a woman 

named Mary. 



 
  
SCENE 2: MARY, THE FAVORED ONE 
MARY'S HOME - DAYTIME 
Scene description: MARY is working around the home. She is 
wiping down a counter or preparing food when THE ANGEL GABE 
suddenly appears and visits Mary.  
 
(Sound effects: OFF-SCREEN CLATTER OF POTS AND PANS).  MARY IS STARTLED BY 
THE NOISE. THE  ANGEL GABE POPS UP FROM BELOW  THE COUNTER BESIDE MARY. 
MARY JUMPS BACK IN ALARM.  
 
(The Angel Gabe speaks with excitement, a little over the top, and with a little 
air of mystery when asked how this will happen. Mary is a bit skeptical of this sudden and 
surprising visitor and message until she decides she’s in.) 
 

THE ANGEL GABE 
Greetings!  Greetings!  Greetings! 

 
MARY (CONTINUED) 

Uh, welcome. Welcome to my home. 
Do you want to talk to me? We 

haven’t met before, have we? Do 
you want to hear what I have to say? 

 
THE ANGEL GABE 

I do! 
Pardon me. Let me start over: 

Greetings, favored one!  
God is with you! 

  
MARY 

(bewildered, and looks at the camera) 
Um. What kind of greeting is that? 

  
  

THE ANGEL GABE 
Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. And 

now, you are going to have a baby 
boy. You will name him Jesus. He 

will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High and his 

kingdom will have no end! 



  
MARY 

How can this be? How is this going 
to happen? 

  
THE ANGEL GABE 

The Holy Spirit will come upon you 
and the Most High will overshadow 

you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy. He will be 

called the Son of God. Also, your 
relative Elizabeth is going to 

have a baby, even though people 
thought it would be impossible. 

But nothing is impossible with God! 
 

MARY 
(looking at the angel) 

Was all of that… 
(pause, raising an eyebrow) 

 ...a question? 
   

THE ANGEL GABE 
(takes a beat) 

 Oh. Hmm. 
 

MARY CROSSES HER ARMS. 
 

MARY 
Well? Are you asking me if I want 

to do this? 
 

THE ANGEL GABE NODS HEAD SLOWLY. 
 

THE ANGEL GABE 
Good question. Uh. Yes! 

 
MARY TAPS HER INDEX FINGER TO HER CHIN, THEN NODS SHOWING 

SHE HAS MADE HER DECISION. 
 

MARY 
Here am I, the servant of the Lord;  

let it be with me according 
to this message. 



 
THE ANGEL GABE DISAPPEARS. 

 
MARY 

(stares blankly at the camera for a moment and then gasps) 
I need to see Elizabeth. 

 
  

  
Sc.3 and 4 cut. 
  
  
  
SCENE 5: TOUGH QUESTIONS 
LIVINGROOM - BEDTIME - EVENING 
Scene description: Child and Grown-up sit on Child’s bed 
and discuss all the questions Child has surrounding this 
mysterious story. 
 

 PARENT 
So Mary went to stay with her cousin,  

Elizabeth, who was also going to have a baby. 
When Mary arrived, the baby inside Elizabeth leaped for joy. 
Elizabeth knew that Mary and her baby were very special. 

 
While Mary was visiting Elizabeth, Mary’s husband-to-be,  

Joseph was worried about getting married to Mary.  He was afraid 
and didn’t know what to do. 

But you know what? 
An angel came to Joseph in one of his dreams.  

The angel told him all about God’s plan, and that Joseph should get married  
to Mary, and that they should call the baby, “Jesus”, or “God saves”. 

 
Joseph wasn’t afraid anymore.  In fact, he was excited! 

He was so excited that he started to pack his bags. 
 
 

TOMMY, (ISOLDA, EMMA optional) 
(skeptical and asks questions in quick succession.)  

  
Hold on. I have questions. 

Why is Joseph packing a bag? 
Do angels still visit people in dreams? 

Who names a kid “God saves”? 



Why is everyone making such a big 
deal about this? It’s just a baby! 
This story is so weird, I just… 

 
 

PARENT 
(interrupts) 

Yeah, I don’t know the answer to 
most of those questions. This is a 
bigger-than-life kind of story and 
 there are a lot of unexplainable 

and miraculous parts. 
(shrugs) 

  
Now, I do know the answer to one of those questions:  

“Why is Joseph packing?” 
To understand that, we need to meet the emperor. 

 
His name was Emperor Caesar Augustus.  Caesar ruled over a large empire,  

and decided that he wanted to know  
how many people lived in his kingdom.  

So, he made everyone go to their hometowns, to count them all and  
make them pay taxes.  

 
That’s why Joseph was packing. 

 
And that’s why Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem. 
When they got there, they looked for a place to stay. 

 
 
SC.6 cut  
  
SCENE 7: MARY AND JOSEPH ARRIVE IN BETHLEHEM 
OUTSIDE/ALONG A PATH - DAYTIME 
 
Scene description: Joseph and Mary arrive in Bethlehem and find a place to stay after a very 
long journey. Mary is really tired and looking forward to a little comfortable rest. The traditional 
understanding is that Mary and Joseph stay in a stable. However, this script acknowledges the 
gracious hospitality that was part of the culture of First Century Palestine, and that Mary and 
Joseph most likely would have been welcomed into a home. They probably stayed in a portion 
of the room where the animals were brought in during the night. This scene can take place 
outside along a road or using the Welcome to Bethlehem (Mary & Joseph) image background.  
 
JOSEPH RETURNS FROM OFF-SCREEN. 



 
 

JOSEPH 
Okay, the good news is I think I 

found us a place to stay. 
 

MARY 
Finally. This baby is not going to 

wait much longer.  
Where are we staying?  

Oh! Did you get a room at 
 that nice inn I like?  

The one with the good breakfast?  
 

JOSEPH 
Um. Not exactly. It was full. 

  
MARY 

(feeling disappointed) 
Oh no. What are we going to do? 
Sleep outside with shepherds?  
Stay in a stable with donkeys? 

 
JOSEPH 

(trying to reassure Mary) 
What?! No. Who would do that?!  

  
MARY 

Joseph, this baby is coming soon! 
  

JOSEPH 
(trying, again, to reassure Mary) 
I know, I know. The guest rooms 
are full, but I found an innkeeper 

who will let us stay in a small 
space in his home. 

  
MARY 

Oh, good. 
  

JOSEPH 
(trying to sell it) 

Yeah! It's a nice space.  
Lots of hay. 



(quietly) 
Maybe a few animals... 

 
MARY 

(closes her eyes in exasperation and breathes deep) 
Alright. Let’s do this. 

 
  
 
SCENE 8: WAIT A MINUTE... 
LIVINGROOM - BEDTIME - EVENING 
Scene description: Back in the LIVINGROOM. 
 

TOMMY 
Okay. Stop there. 

  
PARENT 

What? Why? 
  

TOMMY 
(squirms or shudders uncomfortably) 

I don’t think I want to hear about 
the birth part. 

ISOLDA 
Me, Either! 

 
EMMA 

Me, either! 
  

PARENT 
(smiles, amused) 

Hmmm. Okay, we can talk about that 
later. The Bible doesn’t really 

tell us anything about the birth anyway.  
It just says that Mary had 

the baby and wrapped him in strips 
of cloth and put him in a feeding trough.  

That’s it.  
But those are important details to remember  

for the next part of our story. 
It takes place in a field. 

  
TOMMY 

Okay. Keep going. 



  
PARENT 

There were shepherds living 
outside in the fields nearby, 
watching over their sheep. 

They were about to me frightened  
By some powerful messengers from God. 

But they soon realized that they did not have to be afraid. 
  

They were about to be frightened 
by some powerful messengers from God.  

But they would soon realize 
they did not have to be afraid... 

 
 
  
SCENE 9: THE SHEPHERDS HEAR THE GOOD NEWS 
A FIELD - NIGHT 
Scene description: SHEPHERDS are watching over their sheep. 
Sheep can be additional roles for actors, pets, stuffed animals, or real sheep if you happen to be 
a sheep farmer.  The ANGEL MESSENGER and ANGEL CHORUS loudly deliver a 
message from God and are disappointed the Shepherds aren’t responding immediately to this 
amazing and long-awaited news. For The Angel Messenger’s opening lines, if you are 
presenting this virtually, use the camera angle to your advantage for added humor. For an 
additional role, include a STAR character to end the scene. 
 
THE ANGEL MESSENGER ENTERS. 
 

THE ANGEL MESSENGER 
(announces loudly and over-the-top) 

Glory to God in the highest! 
 
ANGEL LOOKS AROUND, SEEING THE SHEPHERDS STARING WITH LOOKS OF 
DISBELIEF. 

 
THE ANGEL MESSENGER (CONTINUED) 

Eh hem! Eh. Hem. 
Glory. To. God... 

  
ANGEL CHORUS 

Glory to God! 
 
THE ANGEL MESSENGER LOOKS AROUND TO FIND THE SCARED STIFF 
SHEPHERDS AND SHEEP STARING BLANKLY. THE ANGEL MESSENGER 



GETS CLOSER TO THE CAMERA. TAPS IT TO SEE IF IT’S WORKING. 
  
  

THE ANGEL MESSENGER 
(getting a little irritated) 

Is this thing even working...? 
Am I on mute?! 

 
THE SCARED STIFF SHEPHERDS AND SHEEP STILL STARING BLANKLY, 
SHAKE THEIR HEADS NO. 
  

THE ANGEL MESSENGER (CONTINUED) 
...are you people even listening? 

 
STUNNED, SHEPHERDS AND SHEEP REGAIN THEIR COMPOSURE, STILL 
AFRAID, AND SLOWLY NOD WITH WIDE EYES.  THE ANGEL MESSENGER SIGHS. 

  
THE ANGEL MESSENGER (CONTINUED) 

(with joy and assurance) 
Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news that will cause great joy for 

all the people! 
  

THE ANGEL MESSENGER (CONTINUED) 
Today in the town of David, 

a Savior has been born to you; 
He is the Messiah, the Lord. 

This will be a sign to you: 
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths 

and lying in a manger. 
 

ANGEL CHORUS  
Good News for all the people! 
The Messiah is born! A savior! 

Glory to God in the highest heaven! 
And on earth, peace among those 

whom God favors. 
 
ANGELS STOP ABRUPTLY AND LOOK AT SHEPHERDS AND THEIR SHEEP. 

 
THE ANGEL MESSENGER 

That is all. Goodbye. 
 
ANGELS FADE. 



THE SHEPHERDS LOOK AROUND AT ONE ANOTHER AND AT THEIR SHEEP. 
  

SHEPHERD 1 
Sooo...you both saw that, right? 

  
SHEPHERD 2 

Um...yes. Yes, I did. 
 

BOTH SHEEP 
Baa. 

  
SHEPHERD 1 

Yep. That happened. 
 

BOTH SHEEP 
Baa. 

  
SHEPHERD 2 

Well...we are going, right? 
  

SHEPHERD 1 
Yes, we are going. We have to go. 

  
SHEPHERD 2 

Do we bring the sheep? 
  

SHEPHERD 1 
I think we have to. 

  
BOTH SHEEP 

Baa. Baa.  
Yeah! We want to come! 

Take us with you!  
Baa. Baa. 

  
SHEPHERD 2 

What were those signs again? 
  

SHEP 
A baby. 

  
OLIVE 

Wrapped in strips of cloth. 
Lying in a manger. 



  
BOTH SHEEP 

Baa. 
  

SHEPHERD 1 
We won’t forget. Let’s go. 

  
SHEPHERD 2 

You, too, sheep. Come on! 
 
 
DISPLAY TRANSITION SIGN "A LITTLE WHILE LATER" EITHER BY HOLDING IT UP OR 
USING IT AS A SLIDE IN YOUR RECORDING.  SHEPHERDS AND SHEEP SITTING 
TOGETHER IN AWE, PONDERING  THEIR EXPERIENCES. 
  

SHEPHERD 1 
That was a miracle. 

 
  

SHEPHERD 2 
It was exactly how the angel had described! 

The baby was wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger! 
 
 

SHEPHERD 1 
Did you see that the baby’s mother, Mary, acted like this was 

 exactly what was supposed to happen?  
She acted like this was meant for people like us,  

people without money or power.  
Maybe this baby will lift up the lowly. 

 
 

SHEPHERD 2 
And bring down the lofty! 

Wouldn’t that be something? 
 
 

SHEPHERD 1 
It sure would.  I believe there is no limit to what this baby can do. 

 
 

SHEPHERD 2 
Hey!  Was that star there last night?  

I don’t think I’ve ever seen that one before 



 
  
STAR TWIRLS OR SWAYS IN FRONT OF THE CAMERA. STAR 
  
 
  
SCENE 10: THE MAGI AND KING HEROD MAGI'S OBSERVATORY - DAYTIME 
Scene description: The MAGI have quick comedic timing. They 
are like siblings who think alike and always talk right on 
top of each other, practically interrupting each other.  They also encounter KING HEROD, who 
is very proud of his role as a local king.  
 
This scene happens in three parts. The first part takes place in the Magi’s observatory, where 
you can use the Magi Observatory image background. In the second part, the Magi meet King 
Herod in Bethlehem, where you can use the Welcome to Bethlehem(Magi) image background. If 
you choose not to use the image background, make your own Welcome to Bethlehem sign, 
including “Local King: Herod.” The third part takes place back at the Magi’s observatory, where 
you can again use the observatory image background. 
  

MAGI 1 
(looking at the camera) 

Hello, and welcome to our observatory.  
We are the wise men. 

 
MAGI 2 

(looking at the camera) 
Wise people. 

  
MAGI 3 

(looking at the camera) 
The Magi. 

  
MAGI 4 

(looking at the camera) 
We are really more like scientists. 

  
  

MAGI 2 
(looking at the camera) 

Astronomers. We study the stars. 
  

MAGI 3 
 (looking at the camera) 

We study the stars so well that when something changes,  



we notice immediately! 
 

MAGI 1 
(looking at the camera, with great excitement) 

And we just noticed a new star.  
We must follow our scientific instincts  

and find out why there is a new star in the sky. 
  

MAGI 4 
We now begin our journey. 

 
DISPLAY TRANSITION SIGN: "SEVERAL MONTHS LATER" AS A SLIDE IN YOUR 
RECORDING. 
 
  

MAGI 3 
Are we there yet? 

  
MAGI 2 

You literally just asked that. 
  

MAGI 3 
...now!? 

 
  

 MAGI 4 
(holds up a separate “Welcome to Bethlehem” sign) 

Yes, yes. It looks like we are here. 
 

MAGI 1 
Here it is, Bethlehem.  

Let’s look up the local king so we can get 
some more information. 

 
 
KING HEROD ENTERS THE SCENE IN A DRAMATIC WAY, MAYBE RISING UP FROM THE 
BOTTOM OF THE SCREEN, LOOKING FROM SIDE TO SIDE AND SPEAKING SLYLY, OR 
JUMPING ON-SCREEN AND SPEAKING WITH RESOUNDING CONFIDENCE TO WIN OVER 
THE MAGI. 
 

 
KING HEROD 

Did somebody say, king?  
That would be me. 



 
KING HEROD BRINGS BOTH THUMBS TO HIS CHEST. 

  
KING HEROD (CONTINUED) 

I’m the big cheese around here. 
Everybody is talking about it. 

They all say that I am a powerful king.  
The best king Bethlehem has ever seen. 

  
MAGI 2 

We got it. Best king ever. 
 

MAGI 2 BOWS, SARCASTICALLY. 
  

MAGI 3 
(with great excitement) 

So. We are here because we are 
looking for the newly born king. 

 
 MAGI 4 

(speaking in a way that Magi 1 knows will get under King Herod’s skin) 
The child born king of the Jews. 

 
MAGI 2 RAISES ARMS UP INTO THE AIR. 

 
MAGI 2 

We observed his star at its rising. 
 

KING HEROD SQUIRMS AND LOOKS IRRITATED. 
  

MAGI 3 
(almost giddy) 

And we have come to honor him! 
 

KING HEROD 
(stares at the Magi, squints his eyes at them,  
then holds up his index finger and responds) 

Ah! Would you excuse me for a moment?  
I need to make a call. 

 
KING HEROD MAKES A CALL ON THE PHONE. 
 

KING HEROD (CONTINUED) 
Hey. Put me through to my smart people. 



Hi. This is your king. The very best king.  
I need to know, according to your research, where 

is the Messiah supposed to be born?  
Uh-huh...uh-huh... 

Bethlehem? Are you sure? Bye. 
 
KING HEROD TURNS BACK TO MAGI. 
 
  

KING HEROD (CONTINUED) 
Hi, wise folks. So, yeah, this is great.  

Go on and find this child and pay him honor.  
And get back to me about this so that I, too,  

can honor him. 
  

MAGI 1 
(feeling skeptical) 
Uh, sure, okay. 

  
MAGI 4 

(sarcastically) 
We can do that. 

  
MAGI 3 

(feeling a little creeped out) 
Let’s get out of here. 

 
DISPLAY TRANSITION SIGN: "SEVERAL MONTHS LATER"  AS A SLIDE IN YOUR 
RECORDING. 
  

MAGI 1 
(to the camera) 

When we left Herod, he decided to sit around  
and be jealous and plan his revenge. 

 
MAGI 2 

(leans close to the camera, speaking in a hushed tone) 
He felt very threatened there was a new leader that people were excited to meet. 

 
MAGI 3 

But we found Jesus and brought 
gifts to this special child. 

  
MAGI 4 



We brought gold, 
  

MAGI 1 
...frankincense, 

  
MAGI 2 

...and myrrh. 
  

MAGI 3 
Usually, these gifts are for royalty. 

  
MAGI 4 

Powerful people. 
  

MAGI 1 
Grown men. 

  
MAGI 2 

But we brought these gifts to a 
tiny, weak, oppressed child. 

 
MAGI 3 

Even though we didn’t know exactly what was going on, we knew he was important. 
MAGI 4 

This good news would turn everything upside down. 
 

MAGI 1 
Oh, and by the way, we didn’t return to that wicked King Herod. 

 
MAGI 2 

Nope! No way. We were warned in a dream to take a different wayhome. 
  

MAGI 3 
You might say we took the scenic route… 

 
MAGI 4 

And now we return to watching the stars... 
 

MAGI LOOK UP AT THE STARS THROUGH BINOCULARS, OR WHATEVER YOU HAVE, OR 
WITH ONE HAND OVER THEIR EYEBROWS LOOKING INTO THE SKY. 
 
  
  
 



 
SCENE 11: THIS IS JUST THE BEGINNING 
LIVINGROOM - BEDTIME - EVENING 
Scene description: Child and Grown-up discuss the “end” of the story. 

 
TOMMY 

Those wise people were really brave.  
They honored the king God had chosen,  

brought him presents, 
disobeyed the orders of King Herod,  

AND made it home safely. 
 

PARENT 
Yes, they were brave and determined.  

Everyone in the story was, I think.  
From Mary and Joseph to the shepherds and the magi, 

they all recognized that the birth 
of Jesus was going to change the world. 

 
So, are you all feeling sleepy yet?  Our story is coming to an end 

 
 

TOMMY 
Yes, I’m pretty sleepy. 

But this isn’t really the end. 
 

This is just the beginning!  
Jesus is born, he grows up, he changes water to wine,  

He teaches, he heals, he flips tables, he... 
  
  

PARENT  
(interrupts) 

Yes, yes, you’re right. Jesus’ birth IS just the beginning!  
We have a lot to talk about.  

But it’s late.  
Tonight let’s focus on this one special moment,  

this one night that brought us Jesus. 
  

TOMMY 
Okay. That makes sense. This is a 

good story. 
 

PARENT 



God’s story is unfolding more good 
news every day. And in the end, 

all things will be made right. 
That doesn’t mean we won’t be 
afraid along the way, but we can 

trust that love and justice will 
have the final word. 

Speaking of the final word, let’s 
have a final word from Mary, the 

mother of Jesus. 
 
 
 
SCENE 12: MARY GETS THE LAST WORD 
Scene Description: This is the Magnificat, edited for pronouns and clarity. Spoken directly to the 
camera with conviction. Everyone should still be in costume. 
  
 

MARY (SARA) 
My soul magnifies the Lord, 

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for you, God, have looked with favor  

on the lowliness of Your servant. 
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

  
BRAD, JONAH, ELI, LILLA  

for You, the Mighty One,  
have done great things for me, 

 
OLIVE, SHEP 

and holy is Your name. 
  

GABBIE, GIANNA   
Your mercy is for those who fear God 

from generation to generation. 
 

CHLOE, TAMIE, JEFF  
You, O God, have shown strength with Your arms; 

You have scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 

BOAZ  
You, God, have brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

and lifted up the lowly; 
 



SAMMY, BUTLER 
You have filled the hungry with good things, 

 
TOMMY, ISOLDA, EMMA 

and sent the rich away empty. 
  

NORA   
You have helped your servant Israel, 

in remembrance of Your mercy, 
 

ELEANOR 
according to the promises You made to our ancestors, 

to Abraham and Sarah,  
 

EVERYONE 
and to their descendants forever. 

 
 

 
THE END. 
FADE OUT 
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